It is now a year since Sheridan Del?pine brought the serum test for enteric fever prominently before the profession in this country. Since the publication of his admirable paper in the Lancet a large amount of evidence has accumulated in favour of the accuracy of this new method of making a diagnosis, which has always been admitted to be of considerable difficulty. It is not my intention in this paper to recapitulate the history of the discovery and evolution of this test. That has been made familiar to most of us by the various papers which have from time to time appeared in the British medical journals, notably by those of Wright and Semple, Fison, and Delepine. It will be sufficient to remark that the honour of first publishing this discovery undoubtedly rests with Widal of Paris, although Griin- baum, working independently, appears to have reached the same conclusions at least as soon as the French observer.
The test itself, as is now well known, depends on the behaviour of the Eberth's bacillus when exposed to the blood serum of an enteric patient. When in such a medium the bacilli lose their motility and agglutinate into clumps, whereas in a normal blood no such reaction occurs.
It is with the routine use of this test in hospital practice that I am at present concerned. The fascinating questions regarding the cause of this reaction I must leave to physiological chemists and bacteriological experts. All that I am able to contribute to the literature of the subject is a very brief summary of the results obtained in the Edinburgh City Hospital during the current year. And these results may be of more interest from the fact that the blood of all these cases was tested in the hospital by the same The chief points to which attention was paid in making a diagnosis of enteric fever were, the history of the patient, the general course of the temperature, the comparative rapidity of the pulse, the general appearance of the patient, the condition of the abdomen, the size of the spleen, and, lastly, the nature of the stools. .
